Stricter fines -
for cutting trees

Tougher penaltics
OK’d for clearing
protected land

by Pegyy Vaughn
Slalf Wriler

Homeowners  may  think
B ice about removing unwant-
ed trees after the County Coun-
cil decided unanimously  on
Tuesday to triple fines and add
pussibie jail time for cutting
down trees o prote ted lands

“We've had a pretty good
{orest conservation faw for a

long time, fbul] we were not
aware it lacked teeth,” said
Counciliman Steven A, Silver-
man (D-At large) of Silver
Spring “We're taking o major
step lorward in putting tecth
into a law that's good ior Mont
somerv County.”

lhe bill increases the lines
property owners pay from a
maximum of $1 per squate loot
Lo o minimum of 53 per square
fool 1f they remove trees from
protected arcas, and included a
provision for criminal penaltics
of a 5L000 fine and sin months
ol jail thne,

See Trees, pags A-11
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“Crimal pendlhc-; o ndeed
apply,”  sard Councilworman
Baney M Floreen (D-at largey of
Garreit Tark.

The 1dea fs not so much o pe-
tallze as te proevent frture trans-
groasions, she said in a telephoue
intervizie Mandav

“lEwas very evidont thore were
very dew disingentives to people
commithng majpar Invasions nta
concorvation areas,” Floreen said
“We hopu to stop s from hap-
pening zeam by making it crvstal
clear that crimunal :.dmtmm can be
sought”

I'he chanees are based on rec-
ommendations made by the CaO)

Canal Stewardship [ask Force, an
advisary group topmed in June by
US Kep Christopher Van Hollen
Jr. (D-Dhst. 8) of Kensington

Fhe group was tasked with find-
g ways to boetler protect the C&(QY
Canat tollowing the public oufery
over the cutfing of 130 rees along
the canal at the estate of Washing-
ton Bedskins owner Daniel M Spv-
Jder in late 2004

In a settlement reached with the
Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission in Au-
gust, Snyder agreed to pay $37,000
toward torest conservation else-
where In the county, replant the
trees he cut down and place five
acres of his properly in a perma-
nent conservation easement,

But the agreewent upset those
whao thought the fines were too lit-
tle, too late

The ta~k force used the incident
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“The real issue is deter-
rence. | hope we never
have to get to this level of
enforcement. But these
are important priorities for
the county, the conserva-
tion of our forests."

— Caunty Councitweman Nancy M.
Floreen (D-At large) of Garrett Farx

as A springboard to  examing
whether the county and the Na-
tional Park Service have adeguate
enforcoment touls. Both the county
and the park service have scenic

ersenunls probochiry wood ond
afony thc
“The intent
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The ta=k 1rrve not orly recan
mended
mum ot penalty paid, but tad
the penalty could go as haygh e
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Under the new bill, removing
trees from vne acre wonld resil
in fines ranging front S130.00 ¢
$392,000.

The county tube Inte
cansideration such factors as the

worthd

willfulness of the violation, b
impact on the coviconment ane
the ability of the homeowner to
pav, Floreen zaid Monday

“The real issue (s deterrence”
she said T hope we never hatw
to et tao this fevel of enforoe-
ment. But these are important
privrihes for the caunty, the con-
servation of our forests

The council also voled o in-
crease “in-lieu” fees used to re-
forest county lands from 30 cents
The
increase is needed to cover the
rising cost of planting and main-
taining forests.

The task force will continuce to
meet to look at ways of improv-

ing state and federal forest con-

to 90 cenls per square foot.

servation laws, Van Hollen said.



